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In 2006, the Doshisha University Graduate School of Policy and Management established the first social innovation research course
in Japan to achieve social innovation education and research. This paper discusses the background of its establishment and the
characteristics of the curriculum. In the establishment process, we will try to demonstrate our uniqueness while matching the course
design with the requirements of the open recruitment program of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology's
"2005 Attractive Graduate Education Initiative." And I herewith show how and why we could successfully win the massive amount of
grant provided by this official initiative. In particular, the remarkable feature of the course is that graduate students do not only
objectively discuss social problem solving. But also they are obliged to present concrete measures for problem-solving and demonstrate
their validity through social experiments. What I emphasize in this article is that to cultivate such independent and practical problem-
solving ability, we introduced and set up a group of clinical subjects in the curriculum of the Social Innovation Research Course, and
that, by way of the analogy with the medical discipline, the primary mission of the course is to train "social doctors" who can devote
themselves to heal the pathology of society.
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