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With the proliferation of the MDGs and SDGs, which are representative examples of Grand Challenges that aim to improve problems
common to society in many countries, activities to address various social problems, regardless of their scale, have received strong
attention. On the other hand, few studies have focused on the process of articulating the problem, which is the starting point of these
activities, that is, identifying the essence of the problem among the parties involved and clarifying the goal to be improved upon
agreement. Based on the assumption that wicked problems arise and make problem clarification difficult, whether in grand challenges
or in efforts to address social problems in small communities, this paper will organize and review existing studies that may contribute
to future research from the perspective of innovation theory. In doing so, this paper will explore the relationship between design
thinking and knowledge leadership, concepts that are thought to contribute to solving wicked problems.
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